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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) participatory organic guarantee system farming conditions
of coconut farmers 2) knowledge, knowledge resource, opinions according to participatory organic guarantee system
standard 3) the receiving and extension needs about coconut production 4) problems, suggestions, strength,
weakness, opportunity, threat, and extension guidelines in coconut production according to participatory organic
guarantee system extension of farmers. The population of this research was 100 coconut farmers in Mueang Krabi
district, Krabi province who had registered as farmers with the department of agricultural extension. Data were
collected from the entire population through conducting interview and were analyzed by using statistics such as
frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation, and ranking. 15 farmer
representatives were selected for focus group to converse about the strength, weakness, opportunity, threat, and
extension guidelines for participatory organic guarantee system of farmers. The results of the research found out
that 1) most of the farmers grew young coconut in the flat area with mixed plants production. The soil was
loam/sandy loam. They used water resource from rainfall. Most of the farmers did not apply chemical fertilizer and
pesticide. They sold fresh products through middlemen. 2) Most of the farmers had knowledge about production
according to participatory organic guarantee system standard with the average knowledge of 12.59 questions out of
20 questions. They received knowledge from activity media resource at the highest level. Second to that was online
media. The opinions according participatory organic guarantee system were at the high level especially on improving
the environment of the area. 3) Farmers received knowledge extension regarding coconut production at the highest
level. Second to that was the knowledge about participatory organic guarantee system certification. Furthermore,
farmers needed extension at the high level especially on the need for extension in funding. Second to that was on
the type of coconuts. 4) Production problems according to participatory organic guarantee system standard were at
the moderate level. The more problematic problems would be in the extension of coconut production. Second to
that were on other aspects such as the lack of production funding and lack of production labors. Farmers had
suggestions at the highest level especially on marketing such as the increase of production distribution channels.
For the strength, it revealed that the area conditions were appropriate and the members were strong. The weakness
found out that the production and distribution were done in personal type with less group formation for selling. In
regards to opportunity, it showed that the government agency supported the knowledge aspect and the production
area had the important tourist attraction. The threat revealed that there was uncertainty in product price and
inconsistent selling market. The extension guidelines were such as the extension of knowledge and understanding
of coconut production according participatory organic guarantee system, the organization of field trips for farmers,
the adoption for benefits and processing of coconuts, the increase in product selling market by connecting tourist

attractions and hotels in the community.

Keywords: Extension guideline, Coconut, Participatory guarantee system
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